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•national defense; 

• sovereign rights and responsibilities; 

•maritime safety; 

•energy and economic benefits; 

•environmental stewardship; 

• scientific research; 

• indigenous peoples and their rights & cultures;

•preservation of the rights, freedoms, and uses of the 
sea as reflected in international law. 



Change in the Arctic: rapid warming





The shrinking Arctic sea ice

Sept 2012 sea-ice minimum = 3.6 

million km2
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The magenta line is the average sea-ice extent 

at its September minimum from 1979 to 2000.  

The 2012 extent was by far the lowest since 

1979, when satellite observations began.

National Ice and Snow Data Center



Summer Arctic sea-ice history & future



Arctic policy & coordination chronology



Aims of the 2009 Arctic Policy



Priority Lines of Effort in the 2013 Strategy



http://www.doi.gov/news/upload/ArcticReport-03April2013PMsm.pdf
http://www.doi.gov/news/upload/ArcticReport-03April2013PMsm.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/nat_arctic_strategy.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/nat_arctic_strategy.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/2013_arctic_research_plan.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/2013_arctic_research_plan.pdf


Science & Stewardship
National Ocean Council, 

Arctic Research Commission                              
Interagency Arctic Research Policy Commission

Alaska Marine Ecosystem Forum
North Slope Science Initiative, 

Alaska Climate Change Round Table

Energy Development
& Transportation

Interagency Working Group on 
Coordination of Domestic Energy 

Development and Permitting in AK
Committee on Marine Transportation

Security & International
Interagency Policy Committee

National Security Staff; Arctic Policy Group 
Department of State 

U.S. Extended Continental Shelf Task Force  
National Ocean Council/
Department of Defense 

Task Force on Climate Change

Interrelationships among U.S. interagency Arctic activities
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Arctic Monitoring and 
Assessment Programme

Conservation of the Arctic Flora and Fauna

Emergency Prevention, 
Preparedness and Response

Protection of the Arctic 
Marine Environment

Arctic Economic Council

Working Groups of the Arctic Council

Sustainable Development 
Working Group


